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From Phenomenon to Response: The Research Domain and the Future Agenda
for Shrinking Cities in China
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Abstract: Urban shrinkage in China has become increasingly prominent, with the
trend continuing to accelerate, rendering the study of shrinking cities a frontier topic
across multiple disciplines. This paper reviews the research landscape over the past
decade (2015—2024), aiming to provide a foundation for future studies on shrinking
cities in China. Grounded in the analytical logic of identifying phenomena, problema-
tizing key issues, and exploring potential solutions, the paper maps the field across
three dimensions: international experience, domestic empirical studies, and theoretical
explorations. Building on this framework, it summarizes key research progress and
identifies emerging directions for future inquiry. The research combines broader inter-
national insights with in-depth and forward-looking domestic studies, contributing to
theoretical advancement and systematic development of shrinking theory. The paper
proposes five critical research areas to guide future scholarly work: vacancy re-
sponse, facility optimization, social equity, regional governance, and planning transfor-

mations.
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Fig.1 Mapping of shrinking—city research in China
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Tab.1 Research types and levels of shrinking cities in China
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Fig.3 Changes in the number of empirical studies on shrinking cities in China by research level
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Tab.2 Identification and measurement systems of shrinking cities in China’s empirical studies
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Tab.3 Progress in China’s empirical research on key shrinking—city issues
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